
ANAHEIM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Resolution 2019-20/30 

CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE AWARENESS AND TEACHING 

 

WHEREAS, the current Mission of the Anaheim Elementary School District is to provide high 

quality schools for a diverse student population with educational programs focused on mastery of skills that 

enable students to live productively in a changing society and, in so doing, develop in them responsibility, 

confidence, and enthusiasm for lifelong learning; and 

WHEREAS, the Anaheim Elementary School District is comprised of over 90% students of color, 

and serves the students of the City of Anaheim and neighboring cities; and 

WHEREAS, Ethnic Studies emerged as an interdisciplinary area of study in the 1960s as a result of 

the Civil Rights movement that focused on the history, culture, language and literature of people of color in the 

United States and globally; and   

WHEREAS, a growing library of academic research shows the importance of culturally meaningful 

and relevant curriculum; and  

WHEREAS, Ethnic Studies validates the shared experiences, culture and heritage of all students, 

especially for young Black and Latino students, and can help address closing the achievement gap; and 

WHEREAS, the Anaheim Elementary School District seeks to provide a well-rounded and quality 

education that exposes students to cultures that are crucial to understanding our nation, past and present, and 

that helps our students to appreciate the rich histories and cultural contributions of their own communities; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education recognizes that students whose history and heritage is taught, 

understood and celebrated will learn better, be more successful and develop positive aspects of identity and 

that the availability of and emphasis on Culturally Responsive Teaching in our schools will support the 

District’s goal of eliminating the opportunity gaps and help prepare our students for college, career, and life; 

and   

WHEREAS, the Board of Education acknowledges that Culturally Responsive Teaching encourages 

students of all cultures to explore and develop positive aspects of identity on personal, interpersonal and 

institutional levels; and  

 WHEREAS, the Board of Education directs the District to provide curricula that reflect the diversity 

of students and staff, and which are geared towards the understanding and appreciation of culture, class, 

language, ethnicity and other differences that contribute to the uniqueness of each student and staff member. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Board of the Anaheim Elementary 

School District directs the Superintendent to develop curriculum and provide professional development to 

ensure quality instruction in Culturally Responsive Teaching.   

 PASSED AND ADOPTED this 26th day of February 2020, by the Governing Board of the Anaheim 

Elementary School District of Orange County, California.  

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Dr. Christopher Downing, Superintendent 

and Secretary of the Governing Board of the 

Anaheim Elementary School District 


